Fullerton College

Division of Social Sciences

Political Science 110
Contemporary American Politics Syllabus

Monday 3:30 - 6:40 p.m. Room 1429

Jodi Balma
Office Hours: 1425C
e-mail:  jbalma@fullcoll.edu
MW: 12:00 - 1:20 p.m.


Phone: (714) 992-7522
Always available by e-mail or phone and by appointment

General Information
This course emphasizes the political problems that currently engage the American political scene and provides an opportunity for the student to investigate and evaluate contending response to those problems.
Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Explain, interpret, and analyze core concepts and political conditions relating to contemporary local, state and national political issues. 

2. Discover, investigate and learn to employ the skills that are required to implement political participation at local, state and federal levels. 

3. Apply the methods and concepts of American government and politics to contemporary political issues and processes. 

4. Evaluate the research, scientific claims and media presentations relating to the study of politics at the domestic and international levels. 

5. Appraise the fairness, effectiveness, and political consequences of the winner-take-all electoral system. 

Consideration for All Views:

A note on participation and discussion:  Consideration for all views expressed in class should be provided – that does not mean we won’t debate and challenge issues and ideas or that you can’t disagree with something someone else says (myself included) – just that I hope we will have an open forum that does not intimidate or discourage classmates from participating.  In other words, be respectful of your classmates’ contributions, especially if you disagree with them.  My goal is to teach you how to think critically about our political world and government system.  I have no interest in hearing you say what you think I want to hear.  I attempt to be fair-minded and objective when presenting issues in class to allow you to analyze the issue and think for yourself.

Required Textbooks:
Taylor, Paul.  The Next America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown. ISBN: 978-1-61039-350-8
Questions, Problems, Comments

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via e-mail, voicemail, or during my office hours if you have a question, problem, or even just a comment about something we’ve talked about in class.  I became a teacher because I love politics and government and truly want to help students succeed.  If you’re having a problem of any kind, please let me know as soon as possible and let’s see if we can’t come up with a solution.  

Late Work

Late work is not accepted.  You need to turn in your work by the assigned deadlines. 

Being On Time
Class begins on time.  Be here.  It’s rude to come in during the lecture.  Don’t.  

Electronic Devices and Distractions
Laptops are not allowed.  Do not text, email, call, or use your cell phones or other electronic devices during class.  It’s distracting and disrespectful to the students around you and me.  If you have a legitimate reason for needing the equipment, please let me know.
Grades:  250 Points Total 
A: 225 - 250 Points
B: 200 – 224 Points

C: 175 – 199 Points

D: 150 – 174 Points

F: below 150 Points
In-Class Quizzes (10 Quizzes x 10 Points) = 100 Points

We will have in-class quizzes for the chapters assigned in "The Next America.”  These will be open-note so use your Reading Guides as a resource for the quizzes.  There are no make-up quizzes.
Documentary/Guest Speaker Essays 7 Points x 10 = 70 Points

We will have guest speakers and watch documentaries in class.  For at least seven of these, you need to write a 1-2 page, single-spaced typed summary and analysis of either the speaker or the film.  You are also expected to participate and be engaged with the film or guest speakers - ask questions, come prepared, and pay attention.  Due the week after the speaker or film.  No late essays will be accepted.

Class Debates = 10 points x 2 debates = 20 Points

There are two class debates.  Each student will take part of choosing a side in each debate question.  In order to get full credit for that day's debate, you need to participate substantively in at least two of the debate questions and turn in a typed prompt for discussion on at least two debate questions.  If you are absent, you will get zero points for that debate.

Campaign Analysis Memos = 10 points x 3 memos 30 Points

Each student will take the role of campaign advisor for one of the many presidential candidates.  You will analyze their campaign, commercials, website, and other components of their nomination pursuit.  
Final Take-Home Exam = 30 Points

You will summarize and analysis the “The New America” book.  You will be given the essay prompt two weeks prior to the final deadline.  
Debate Topics 
On the dates listed on the calendar, all students should come to class with a suggestion for a class debate topic. The questions should be clear and have a clear agree/disagree position for students to take in the class debate.   The class will then vote on which debates they want to conduct.  

Academic Honesty

Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material which demonstrates their level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades. Such standards are founded on basic concepts of integrity and honesty. These include, but are not limited to, the following areas:
1.  Students shall not plagiarize, which is defined as:
A. stealing or passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another,

B. using a creative production without crediting the source.

The following cases constitute plagiarism:

· paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source,

· making significant use of an idea or a particular arrangement of ideas, e.g., outlines,

· writing a paper after consultation with persons who provide suitable ideas and incorporating these ideas into the paper without acknowledgment,

· submitting under one’s own name term papers or other reports which have been prepared by others.

2.  Students shall not cheat, which is defined as:

A. using notes, aids, or the help of other students on tests or exams in ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor.

B. misreporting or altering the data in laboratory or research projects involving the collection of data.


3.  Students shall not furnish materials or information in order to enable another student to plagiarize or cheat.

Instructors may deal with academic dishonesty in one or more of the following ways:

1. Assign an appropriate academic penalty such as an oral reprimand (as in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew that the action violated the standards of honesty); assign an “F” on all or part of a particular paper, project, or exam (for example where it was felt that it was a one-time occurrence); or assign an “F” in the course (as in cases where the dishonesty was serious, premeditated, or part of an ongoing scheme).

2.  Report to the appropriate administrators, with notification of same to the student(s), for disciplinary action by the College.  Such a report will be accompanied by supporting evidence and documentation.

Source: Fullerton College Catalog
	Monday
	Quiz
	Assignments

	Aug 24

	
	

	Aug 31
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 1
	

	Sep 7
	No Class
	Labor Day

	Sep 14
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 2


	Group A: PC #1

	Sep 21

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 3


	Group B: PC #1

	Sep 28

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 4

	Group C: PC #1
Debate Topics Vote

	Oct 5

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 5

	

	Oct 12

	Class Debates

Quiz - TNA: Chapter 6

	Class Debates

Group A: PC #2

	Oct 19

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 7

	Group B: PC #2

	Oct 26

	Guest Speaker: Assemblywoman Young Kim

Quiz - TNA: Chapter 8

	Group C: PC #2 

	Nov 2

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 9

	

	Nov 9
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 10
Ban the Box


	Group A: PC #3

	Nov 16
	Class Debates

Quiz - TNA: Chapter 11

	Group B: PC #3

	Nov 23

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 12

	Group C: PC #3
Debate Topics Vote

	Nov 30
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 13


	

	Dec 7 

	Class Debates
	Class Debates
Take-Home Final Due



	Group
	Last Name
	First Name

	A
	Alvarez
	Cristina

	A
	Angel
	Alexis

	A
	Carroll
	Anthony

	A
	Corona
	Armando

	A
	Gilliam
	Raquari

	A
	Gurbani
	Aditya

	A
	Krupiarz
	Brianna

	A
	Lawrence
	Craig

	A
	Macedo
	Raul

	A
	Madariaga
	Paul

	A
	Medrano
	Andrea

	A
	Meraz
	Alexis

	A
	Ramirez
	Brenda

	A
	Samaha
	Trevor

	A
	Taman
	Aaron

	
	 
	 

	B
	Attar
	Roy

	B
	Ceballos
	Erica

	B
	Cordova
	Jonathan

	B
	Cruz
	Damien

	B
	Flores
	Hugo Braulio

	B
	Granado
	Joyce

	B
	Hernandez
	Josiah

	B
	Lee
	Erin

	B
	Manzo
	Richard

	B
	Miller
	John

	B
	Moreno
	Enrique

	B
	Nunez
	Jorge

	B
	Olszak
	Jesse

	B
	Pantoja
	John

	B
	Propst
	Rory

	B
	Tieu
	Y Han

	
	 
	 

	C
	Chang
	Yoonjung

	C
	Enriquez
	Noah

	C
	Gonzalez
	Leilani

	C
	Heziquio
	Sergio

	C
	Jones
	London

	C
	Kang
	Nathaniel

	C
	Lin
	Ruby Fan

	C
	Lopez
	Kathryn

	C
	Macias
	Mark

	C
	Mendoza
	Michael

	C
	Petitt
	Lauren

	C
	Reynoza
	Lauren

	C
	Rivera
	Julia

	C
	Sanchez
	Luis

	C
	Sheikh
	Muhammad

	C
	Valdez
	Sophia


