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The fastest and best way to contact me during this course is through my campus email: 


Campus e-mail:  jbalma@fullcoll.edu

Office Phone: (714) 992-7522
General Information

Please read this syllabus carefully and refer to it during the course if you have any questions.  Before you post a question in a discussion board or e-mail me a question, please check this syllabus first to see if you already have the answer before you.

Each semester, a large number of students never log-on to the class which prohibits the students on the waiting list from taking the course.  If you haven’t logged on to the course by Tuesday, February 2 (unless you e-mail me if you have technical problems), you will be dropped from the course to allow another student to take the course.  You may be dropped from the course for non-participation if you fail to complete the first discussion or the first quiz without contacting me first.  If you miss 3 quizzes, you will be dropped from the course.
This course is an introductory course to the American Political System. This course covers the political theories and practices of American Government at national, state, and local levels.  More specifically, we’ll take a closer look at the “Rules of the Game” and what affect they have on political parties, elections, and our public policies and government.  My goal is for you to think critically about the political questions we will discuss.

According to college guidelines, a student should expect to spend at least two hours studying outside of class for every hour in class.  For this course a student is expected to spend 6 hours studying in addition to 3 hours in class (listening to lectures, reading, posting, and responding to discussions) for a total of 9 hours a week.  Make sure you have allocated enough time in your schedule for this class.

This is an online course.  Contrary to what many anticipate, this does not make it easier.  This course is designed for self-motivated students who wish to proceed through the subject matter at their own pace.  Keep in mind that independent study is not the best option for every student.  The lack of scheduled class meetings means you are responsible for your own schedule.
Student Learning Objectives:

Students who complete this course will be able to:

1. Appraise and explain the working of American political institutions at the national, state (especially California), and local levels, and how various linkage groups and voting behavior influence policy-making at these levels. 

2. Compare the systems of government (unitary, confederate, federal) and understand why the Framers of the Constitution chose a federal system. 

3. Distinguish between local, state, and national policies and priorities in a complex federal system of government. 

4. Differentiate among the major political ideologies (e.g., liberalism, conservatism, libertarianism, populism) and apply that knowledge to current political issues. 

5. Explain the process of policy-making and important issues regarding that process. 

6. Evaluate criticisms, supporting arguments, and proposed reforms in the operation of specific areas and behavioral patterns in the American and California political systems. 

7. Summarize the dynamics and powers of governmental decision-making within the federal system (branches of government, bureaucracy, interest groups) and the interaction among other major components of governance (e.g., national, California state and local governments). 

Required Textbooks
Patterson, Thomas.  American Democracy (9th Edition- alternate).  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2008.  ISBN: 9780077237912
Balma, Jodi.  “American Government Course Materials.”  (4th Edition) McGraw-Hill, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-07-8040139
Grades:
	Assignment
	Points

	11 Quizzes (20 points each)
	220

	Discussion Questions (4)
	20


	Grade
	Points

	A
	216 -240

	B
	192 - 215

	C
	168 - 191

	D
	144 - 167

	F
	0 – 143


Cheating and Plagiarism 
All student work, including quizzes and discussion board postings, must be their own work.  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and the college’s policy concerning cheating and plagiarism will be enforced.  Violation of the policy may result in a lower grade on a portion of the course or an “F” grade in the course.  
Make-Up Policy

There are no make-up quizzes or discussions.  Please do not ask for special consideration unless you are on active military duty.  If you are unable to complete a quiz or discussion board posting by the respective deadline, you will receive a zero for that assignment.

· Students must not allow any unauthorized person (any person not formally enrolled in this class) access to the course website.

· Student must not copy or record any of the course materials without written permission from the instructor.
Chapter Quizzes
· There are 11 chapter quizzes
· Quizzes will consist of 20 multi-choice questions each.
· You must save each answer before going to the next question.

· Once you’ve answered a question, you will not be allowed to go back and revisit the question.
· You will have 30 minutes to complete each quiz from the moment you log on.
· At the end of the semester, there will be a "Bonus Quiz" with 20 questions taken from the previous 11 quizzes.  All points from this quiz will be added to your overall grade as bonus points.  
You must be prepared for the quiz before you decide to take it.  Once you log in for the very first time, the clock starts ticking.  If you are accidentally logged off, you must log back on immediately and continue with the quiz.  You will not be allowed to go back to previous questions, so be sure of your answer before you continue.  There is no such thing as accidentally logging in to an quiz, so if you choose to log in, make sure you are prepared to take it.  
Time Limit Penalty

Blackboard will not close your quiz when you reach the time limit.  If you go over the allotted time, a penalty of 5 points will be deducted in addition to losing a point for each minute you exceed the time limit.  
Progressive Questions

To maintain the integrity of the quiz, you will not be allowed to go back to previous questions, so be sure of your answer before you continue.  Make sure that your answer is saved before you go on to the question.  If you would rather be allowed to go back to previous questions, please let me know and I can make arrangements for you to take the quiz on-campus in a proctored and supervised environment.  

If you don’t take a quiz, you will receive a zero (0) for that quiz.  There are no make-up quizzes.
Academic Honesty
Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material which demonstrates their level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades. Such standards are founded on basic concepts of integrity and honesty. These include, but are not limited to, the following areas:
1.  Students shall not plagiarize, which is defined as:
A. stealing or passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another,

B. using a creative production without crediting the source.

The following cases constitute plagiarism:

· paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source,

· making significant use of an idea or a particular arrangement of ideas, e.g., outlines,

· writing a paper after consultation with persons who provide suitable ideas and incorporating these ideas into the paper without acknowledgment,

· submitting under one’s own name term papers or other reports which have been prepared by others.

2.  Students shall not cheat, which is defined as:

A. using notes, aids, or the help of other students on tests or quizzes in ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor.

B. misreporting or altering the data in laboratory or research projects involving the collection of data.


3.  Students shall not furnish materials or information in order to enable another student to plagiarize or cheat.

Instructors may deal with academic dishonesty in one or more of the following ways:

1. Assign an appropriate academic penalty such as an oral reprimand (as in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew that the action violated the standards of honesty); assign an “F” on all or part of a particular paper, project, or quiz (for quizple where it was felt that it was a one-time occurrence); or assign an “F” in the course (as in cases where the dishonesty was serious, premeditated, or part of an ongoing scheme).

2.  Report to the appropriate administrators, with notification of same to the student(s), for disciplinary action by the College.  Such a report will be accompanied by supporting evidence and documentation.

Source: Fullerton College Catalog
Introduction Discussion
The purpose of this first discussion question is to have each student introduce themselves to the class, get familiar with the discussion board, and learn a little about their fellow students.  Include in your post: (1) Name and major (2) Why you’re taking this course online as opposed to a traditional course, (3) at least one thing you hope to learn about American Government in this course. (4) your favorite political figure from history or the present.  This discussion is not graded.

Discussion Questions: Worth 5 points each
When submitting a discussion question, please follow the academic rules of writing – no abbreviations, no slang, proper sentence structure, and proofread your work.  After you’ve posted your submission, double-check that it was received and is posted on the discussion board.  No late submissions will be accepted.  Discussion questions will be graded on a credit/no credit basis.  You need to submit your own contribution as well as respond to the posting of at least ONE other student for each discussion question. 
Discussion #1
Revolutionary or Loyalist 

After listening to the first lectures on Colonial History, discuss with the class what (1) your position would have been if you’d lived in the Colonies and (2) why you feel that way.  Would you have supported the Revolution – treason against the King and England?  Or would you have advocated for negotiation and compromise – working things out within the governmental system at the time?  War with England was not only treason, but was no guarantee of victory; in fact, it was against seemingly insurmountable odds that the colonies won that war.  American history is usually taught as if the Loyalists were the traitors and that there was no good reason to oppose the war.  (3) Why do you think this is and what affect do you think it has on our understanding of our own country’s beginning?
Discussion #2
A New Political Party
The two major political parties - the Republican Party and the Democratic Party - have dominated American Government since the Civil War.  Is it time for a third party?
Often in a two-party system, there are political issues that get ignored by the current two parties.  (1) Which important political issues do you think are ignored currently?  (2) Create a new political party and name it.  (3) What political issues would define the party?  List at least three major issues that would attract voters to your new party.  (4) Every major party has a coalition of many different groups to make it successful.  List at least three different demographic or other types of voters who would join your party.  Be specific.  (5) Would your political party attract voters from either or both existing political parties?  ...or new voters?

After listening to the lecture on ideology, take the "World's Smallest Political Quiz" at http://www.theadvocates.org/quiz.html  Then discuss which (6) ideology best describes you.  Would your political party appeal to that particular ideology?  Why or why not?

Discussion #3
Presidential Campaign Commercials

Presidential Campaigns 

http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/
There are seven (7) categories of campaign commercials on this site: backfire, biographical, children, Commander in Chief, documentary, fear, and real people. Read about the political effectiveness of each category and review the commercial clips for yourself. 

You will then choose (1) the general category that you believe is most effective for a political campaign, (2) the specific commercial from that category that you found to be the most effective and (3) discuss what led you to those two conclusions. 

In a broader sense, (4) discuss whether or not political campaign commercials that are – in essence – “selling a candidate” are the best way for a voter to make a decision. Are voters manipulated by campaign commercials?  (5) What would you suggest to improve the way we elect candidates?

Discussion #4

Fix the Budget

After watching the documentary, I.O.U.S.A. (YouTube: IOUSA the movie) go complete the Federal Budget Challenge http://www.federalbudgetchallenge.org (enter Professor Balma Fullerton College for how did you find out about the challenge).  
(1) What do you believe are the two biggest problems in our current budget?  (2)  What were the three biggest changes you made in spending in completing the Federal Budget Challenge?  Please explain your choices.  (3) What were the biggest changes you made in revenue/taxes in completing the Federal Budget Challenge.  Please explain your choices.  

(4) Do you believe the changes you're proposing would be passed by the current Congress?  (5) What do you think the average American needs to know about our coming budget crisis?
If you'd like an additional challenge, fix the California Budget at budgetchallenge.org.
Reminders:
When submitting a discussion question, please follow the academic rules of writing – no abbreviations, no slang, proper sentence structure, and proofread your work. After you’ve posted your submission, double-check that it was received and is posted on the discussion board. No late submissions will be accepted.
http://online.fullcoll.edu  (Bookmark this screen)
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Frequently Asked Questions
Blackboard Tutorials

m
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Contact Us

Log into Courses in Blackboard T —

Blackboard single sign-on,
online registration, and student resources.
Blackboard Course Access
Click on "Student Tab"
Step-by-Step Direction

Scheduled Maintenance:
Fridays, 6am-10am
Blackboard is not accessible

Blackboard Supported Browsers and Operating Systems - click here
Blackboard Browser and Plug-in Assessment Tool - click here

user name: , followed by 8-digit Banner student L.D. (e. 0001234). -
07952 AM





Click on Blackboard Learn
Blackboard Log In - MyGateway: 
     user name: "@" symbol, followed by 8-digit Banner student I.D. (e.g., @00001234).
    password:  MyGateway/WebStar password     
Option 2:  https://blackboard.nocccd.edu
    user name: 8-digit Banner student I.D., preceded with "@" sign (e.g., @00001234)
   (If "@" sign omitted, page may read: "Not Enrolled in Any Courses" - "Invalid Credentials").
    password: Blackboard direct log in page reads only the first six characters.
                      (If password has more than six, key in only the first six). 
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How to Login:
‘Your Blackboard Usemame is your student or employee ientificaion numbernciuding the @ sign and al preceeding zeros. Ths number has &
digts in additon t the @ sign. Your Password s he same as your MyGateway password.  Need lore nfo?

Fiavelanlaccount?) Welcome to Blackboard: Formore information
‘and answers to Frequenty Asked Questions please visit
Please enter your credentias and clck the Login buton below. he distance educalion websie.
Usemame: [ Leamn About Blackboard: checkhere for
Password: information about Recommended Browsers Click here for
browser and plug-n assessment tool Check Your System for
RS, students

System Announcements

‘Course Availability (Wednssdey, July 31, 2013)
Fall  (semester start date: August 26)
Note: Most instructors do not make access ave

ble until first day of course.

Maintenance (Wednesdey, Januery 2, 2013)
‘System maintenance hours are FRIDAYS between 6:00 am and 10-00 am ! Blackboard may be down during
these hours.

Blackboard Single Sign On (Wednesdey, Juiy 25, 2012)
Single Sign On is now available through the myGateway portal. Registered students have access to Blackboard
courses in myGateway, also

hitps://blackboard nocced edu o

lackboard





Our Course will appear on the left-hand side of the screen under "My Courses"
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COURSE MANAGEMENT Welcome to American Government. My on-campus office hours are 12:00 - 1-15 pm. on Mon
and Wed and in Room 1425-C and 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Tues/Thurs in Room 225 (Hanors
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The green buttons on the left-hand side of your screen will help you navigate through the course.

Announcements

Announcements will be emailed to you, but you can always check to see what's been posted.

Syllabus

If you lose this syllabus, you can print out another one here.

Lectures

The lectures for the course are here.  You'll listen to the audio files and take notes in your Course Materials Packet with the corresponding "Lecture Notes".  Powerpoint slides are often provided to give you a visual reference while you're listening to the lectures.  

Discussions

When submitting a discussion question, please follow the academic rules of writing – no abbreviations, no slang, proper sentence structure, and proofread your work.  After you’ve posted your submission, double-check that it was received and is posted on the discussion board.  No late submissions will be accepted.  Discussion questions will be graded on a credit/no credit basis.  
You need to submit your own contribution as well as respond to the posting of at least ONE other student for each discussion question. 

Quizzes

When you've completed the lectures and reading assignments for a topic, you can take the 20-point quiz.  You can work ahead on quizzes, but must complete the quiz by the deadline listed in the syllabus.
Bonus Material

The bonus material is just that - bonus.  It's provided by the publisher to help you learn the material.  You can use it or not use it.  

My Grades

You can check your grades here.  


Web Links

Provides resources for internet information and helpful links.  Again, just as a bonus. 

Help

Blackboard may be able to help answer some of your most common questions.

For additional help, please contact the Help Desk on campus. 

For technical questions, please contact the Fullerton College Distance Learning office: 714.992.7059.  FC Online is available Monday – Thursday between the hours of 7:00am to 3:30pm.   e-mail:  FCOnline@fullcoll.edu
Technical Problems

Please remember that an online course is subject to technical problems.  DO NOT wait until the last minute to finish quizzes or discussions.  Students must have reliable and regular access to a computer and the internet.  You should not rely on the computer lab on campus to take an online course, nor should you rely on your employer’s computer, since company computers often have firewalls and other safety features which present difficulties with the format of an online course.  

Please note that the FC Distance Learning Department helps students with technical (and browser) problems as a courtesy to students.  It is the student’s responsibility to resolve his/her own technical problems.  Students will not be allowed to make-up work or turn in late assignments because their computer “didn’t work” or because his/her browser wasn’t compatible with Blackboard.

