Fullerton College

Division of Social Sciences

Political Science 110H 
Honors Contemporary American Politics Syllabus

Monday 3:30 - 6:40 p.m. Room 1429

Jodi Balma                                    Office Hours
e-mail:  jbalma@fullcoll.edu             MW: 12:00 - 1:20 p.m. Rm. 1425
Phone: (714) 992-7522                   Tuesday: 9:00 – 11:00 Rm. 225
Always available by e-mail or phone and by appointment

General Information
This course emphasizes the political problems that currently engage the American political scene and provides an opportunity for the student to investigate and evaluate contending response to those problems.
Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Explain, interpret, and analyze core concepts and political conditions relating to contemporary local, state and national political issues. 

2. Discover, investigate and learn to employ the skills that are required to implement political participation at local, state and federal levels. 

3. Apply the methods and concepts of American government and politics to contemporary political issues and processes. 

4. Evaluate the research, scientific claims and media presentations relating to the study of politics at the domestic and international levels. 

5. Appraise the fairness, effectiveness, and political consequences of the winner-take-all electoral system. 

Consideration for All Views:

A note on participation and discussion:  Consideration for all views expressed in class should be provided – that does not mean we won’t debate and challenge issues and ideas or that you can’t disagree with something someone else says (myself included) – just that I hope we will have an open forum that does not intimidate or discourage classmates from participating.  In other words, be respectful of your classmates’ contributions, especially if you disagree with them.  My goal is to teach you how to think critically about our political world and government system.  I have no interest in hearing you say what you think I want to hear.  I attempt to be fair-minded and objective when presenting issues in class to allow you to analyze the issue and think for yourself.

Required Textbooks:
Taylor, Paul.  The Next America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown. ISBN: 978-1-61039-350-8
A current political book of your choice:
(either from the list or ask to have your selection approved)
Questions, Problems, Comments

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via e-mail, voicemail, or during my office hours if you have a question, problem, or even just a comment about something we’ve talked about in class.  I became a teacher because I love politics and government and truly want to help students succeed.  If you’re having a problem of any kind, please let me know as soon as possible and let’s see if we can’t come up with a solution.  

Late Work

Late work is not accepted.  You need to turn in your work by the assigned deadlines. 

Being On Time
Class begins on time.  Be here.  It’s rude to come in during the lecture.  Don’t.  

Electronic Devices and Distractions
Laptops are not allowed.  Do not text, email, call, or use your cell phones or other electronic devices during class.  It’s distracting and disrespectful to the students around you and me.  

Grades:  350 Points Total 
A: 312 - 350 Points
B: 277 – 311 Points

C: 241 – 276 Points

D: 206 – 240 Points

F: below 206 Points
In-Class Quizzes (10 Quizzes x 10 Points) = 100 Points

We will have in-class quizzes for the chapters assigned in "The Next America".  Some will be closed-notes, others will allow you to use your Reading Guides as a resource for the quizzes.  There are no make-up quizzes.
Documentary/Guest Speaker Essays 10 Points x 7 = 70 Points

We will have guest speakers and watch documentaries in class.  For at least seven of these, you need to write a 1-2 page, single-spaced typed summary and analysis of either the speaker or the film.  You are also expected to participate and be engaged with the film or guest speakers - ask questions, come prepared, and pay attention.  Due the week after the speaker or film.  No late essays will be accepted.

Class Debates = 10 Points x 2 debates = 20 Points

There are two class debates.  Each student will take part of choosing a side in each debate question.  In order to get full credit for that day's debate, you need to participate substantively in at least two of the debate questions and turn in a typed prompt for discussion on at least two debate questions.  If you are absent, you will get zero points for that debate.

Political Book Review = 30 Points

After reading one of the approved political books (or having your selection approved in advance), you will write a 2-page single-spaced review of the book.   Provide a critical analysis of the book, author, and presentation of the material in addition to a summary of the content.  You need to be prepared to discuss your review with the class.
Midterm Exam = 50 Points

Multiple-choice exam based on the lectures, guest speakers, and documentary films watched in class.

Research Paper = 50 Points

Each student will choose a topic from current events in American Politics, research the subject, and write a 8-10 page paper (double-spaced, 12-point font) on the subject.  You will give a presentation in class.  
Final Take-Home Exam = 30 Points

You will summarize and analysis the “The New America” book.  You will be given the essay prompt two weeks prior to the final deadline.  
Debate Topics 

On the dates listed on the calendar, all students should come to class with a suggestion for a class debate topic. The questions should be clear and have a clear agree/disagree position for students to take in the class debate.   The class will then vote on which debates they want to conduct.  

List of Current Political Books: 
Achen, Christopher and Larry Bartels. Democracy for Realists: Why Elections do not Produce Responsive Government. ( April 2016)

Alexander, Michelle.  The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (Jan 2012)

Bai, Matt.  All the Truth is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid.  (Sept 2014)

Baker, Peter.  Days of Fire: Bush and Cheney in the White House. (June 2014)

Balko, Radley. Rise of the Warrior Cop: The Militarization of America’s Police Forces. (April 2014)

Becker, Jo.  Forcing the Spring: Inside the Fight for Marriage Equality. (April 2014)

Biskupic, Joan.  Breaking In: The Rise of Sonia Sotomayor and the Politics of Justice.

Brill, Steven.  America's Bitter Pill: Money, Politics, Backroom Deals, and the Fight to Fix Our Broken Healthcare System (2015)
Buckley, James.  Saving Congress from Itself:  Emancipating the States and Empowering Their People.  (Nov 2104)

Bush, George W. Decision Points (Oct 18, 2011)

Cain, Bruce E. Democracy More or Less: America’s Political Reform Quandry.  (2015)
Clements, Jeffrey D. and Bill Moyers.  Corporations Are Not People: Why They Have More Rights Than You Do and What You Can Do About It (Jan 9, 2012)

Clinton, Hillary.  Hard Choices.  (June 2014)

Davis, Angela and Frank Barat. Freedom is a Constant Struggle: Ferguson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a Movement. (Feb 2016)

Dionne, Jr., E.J.  Why the Right Went Wrong: Conservatism – From Goldwater to the Tea Party and Beyond.  (Jan 2016)

Edin, Kathyn and H. Luke Shaefer.  $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing in America.  (Sep 2015)

Faderman, Lillian.  The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle.  (Sep 2015)

Ghattas, Kim.  The Secretary: A Journey with Hillary Clinton from Beirut to the Heart of American Power.  (Feb 2014)

Greenburg, Jan Crawford.  Supreme Conflict: The Inside Story of the Struggle for Control of the United States Supreme Court (Jan 29, 2008)
Gawande, Atul.  Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End. (2014)

Greenberg, David. Republic of Spin: An Inside History of the American Presidency. (Jan 2016)

Hacker, Jacob and Paul Pierson.   American Amnesia: How the War on Government Led Us to Forget What Made America Prosper.  (March 2016)

Halper, Daniel.  Clinton, Inc.: The Audacious Rebuilding of a Political Machine. (July 2014)

Hancock, Ange-Marie.  Solidarity Politics for Millennials.  (2011)

Hays, Christopher.  Twilight of the Elites: America After Meritocracy  (2012)

Haidt, Jonathan.  The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion.  (Feb 2013)

Hasen, Richard.  Plutocrats United: Campaign Money, the Supreme Court, and the Distortion of American Elections.  (Jan 2016)

Heilemann, John and Mark Halperin.  Game Change: Obama and the Clintons, McCain and Palin, and the Race of a Lifetime. (Jan 11, 2010) 

Hetherington, Marc and Thomas Rudolph. Why Washington Won’t Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crises. (2015)

Johnston, David Cay.  Divided: The Perils of Our Growing Inequality. (April 2014)

Kagan, Robert.  The World America Made.  (Jan 2013)

Keeanga-Yamahtta, Taylor. From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation. (Feb 2016)

Kornblut, Anne E. Notes from the Cracked Ceiling: Hillary Clinton, Sarah Palin, and What It Will Take for a Woman to Win (Dec 29, 2009) 
La Raja, Raymond and Brian Schaffner. Campaign Finance and Poltiical Polarization: When Purists Prevail.  (2015)

Lessig, Lawrence.  Republic, Lost: How Money Corrupts Congress--and a Plan to Stop It (Oct 2012) 

Mann, Thomas and Norman Ornstein.  It’s Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System Collided with the New Politics of Extremism. (2013)

McCants, William.  The ISIS Apocalypse: The History, Strategy, and Doomsday Vision of the Islamic State. (Sep 2015)

McCaul, Michael. Failures of Imagination: The Deadliest Threats to Our Homeland – and How to Thwart Them. (Jan 2016)

Meacham, Jon.  Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George H.W. Bush (Nov 2015)

Newton-Small, Jay. Broad Influence: How Women are Changing the Way America Works. (Jan 2016)

Osnos, Evan.  Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China.  (May 2014)

Persily, Nathaniel. Solutions to Political Polarization in America. (2015)

Putnam, Robert. Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis (March 2015)

Ravitch, Diane.  Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the Danger to America’s Public Schools. (Aug 2014)

Rice, Condoleezza.  No Higher Honor: A Memoir of My Years in Washington (Nov 1, 2011) 

Selman, Donna and Paul Leighton.  Punishment for Sale: Private Prisons, Big Business, and the Incarceration.  (Jan 2010)

Schiffler, Manuel.  Water, Politics, and Money: A Reality Check on Privatization (May 2015)
Snowe, Olympia.  Fighting for Common Ground: How We Can Fix the Stalemate in Congress (2013)

Taibbi, Matt.  The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap (April 2014)
Tirado, Linda.  Hand to Mouth: Living in Bootstrap America. (2014)

Toobin, Jeffrey.  The Oath: The Obama White House and the Supreme Court  (2012)

Warren, Elizabeth.  A Fighting Chance. (April 2014)

Waxman, Henry.  The Waxman Report: How Congress Really Works.  (Jul 28, 2010)
Winkler, Adam.  Gunfight: The Battle Over the Right to Bear Arms in America.  (July 2013)

Woodward, Bob.  The Price of Politics.  (2012)
Academic Honesty
Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material which demonstrates their level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades. Such standards are founded on basic concepts of integrity and honesty. These include, but are not limited to, the following areas:
1.  Students shall not plagiarize, which is defined as:
A. stealing or passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another,

B. using a creative production without crediting the source.

The following cases constitute plagiarism:

· paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source,

· making significant use of an idea or a particular arrangement of ideas, e.g., outlines,

· writing a paper after consultation with persons who provide suitable ideas and incorporating these ideas into the paper without acknowledgment,

· submitting under one’s own name term papers or other reports which have been prepared by others.

2.  Students shall not cheat, which is defined as:

A. using notes, aids, or the help of other students on tests or exams in ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor.

B. misreporting or altering the data in laboratory or research projects involving the collection of data.


3.  Students shall not furnish materials or information in order to enable another student to plagiarize or cheat.

Instructors may deal with academic dishonesty in one or more of the following ways:

1. Assign an appropriate academic penalty such as an oral reprimand (as in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew that the action violated the standards of honesty); assign an “F” on all or part of a particular paper, project, or exam (for example where it was felt that it was a one-time occurrence); or assign an “F” in the course (as in cases where the dishonesty was serious, premeditated, or part of an ongoing scheme).

2.  Report to the appropriate administrators, with notification of same to the student(s), for disciplinary action by the College.  Such a report will be accompanied by supporting evidence and documentation.

Source: Fullerton College Catalog
	Monday
	Quiz
	Assignments

	Feb 1
	Inequality for All
	

	Feb 8
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 1
	

	Feb 15
	 
	President’s Day

	Feb 22

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 2

	Debate Topics Vote 

Research Topics Due

	Feb 29

	Transfer Center Presentation
	

	 Mar 7

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 4

	

	Mar 14

	Class Debates

Quiz - TNA: Chapter 5

	Class Debates 


	Mar 21
	Spring Break
	

	Mar 28

	TNA: Chapter 6

	Group A Book Reviews

	Apr 4

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 7

	Group B Book Reviews

	Apr 11

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 8
Midterm Exam


	Group C Book Reviews

	Apr 18
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 9

	Group D Book Reviews 

Debate Topics Vote 



	Apr 25
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 10

	

	May 2

	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 11

	

	May 9
	Quiz - TNA: Chapter 12
Class Debates


	Class Debates



	May 16 

	Class Presentations
	

	May 23
	Class Presentations


	Take-Home Final Due



Campus Resources:

Associated Students

http://studentwww.fullcoll.edu/as/

College Center Building.  Get involved with your school and make a difference.  Great leadership experience and a lot of fun.

Transfer Center 
http://transfer.fullcoll.edu/
Room 212 College Center Building

Every student should make a habit of visiting the Transfer Center.  Information about transfer agreements, campus visits, and more.  

Fullerton College Political Science Student Association

Join on our group on Facebook to get information about guest speakers, events, and more.

Skills Center


http://skills.fullcoll.edu/

Library Building, Room 808  The ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTER provides instructional services to students and staff to assist students in achieving academic success in all academic areas.  Tutoring Center, Writing Center, Skills Center.  If you need help, visit them.

Veterans Resource Center 
http://veterans.fullcoll.edu
The Veterans Resource Center at Fullerton College is dedicated to provide support for all veterans, spouses, active military personnel, and dependents who wish to enroll at Fullerton College, and to assist in answering all your questions regarding accessing your veteran's educational benefits. 

Health Services
As a student you pay a Health Services Fee and this includes some free counseling sessions. Refer to http://health.fullcoll.edu or phone: (714) 992-7093. 

SUICIDE PREVENTION TEXT LINE: 741-741                             
 SUICIDE PREVENTION PHONE: 1-800-273-TALK

