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General Information

The Honors Political Science 100 class is designed to be both quantitatively and qualitatively different from its traditional counterpart.  This course provides the academically motivated student with an enhanced experience that focuses on analytical skills and factual knowledge to deal critically with the development of the American political system. 
The goal of this course is to increase understanding of the American political system, its framework, traditions and values.  This course is concerned with the nature of the American political system, its development over the past two hundred years, and how it works today.  More specifically, we’ll take a closer look at the “Rules of the Game” and what affect they have on political parties, elections, and our public policies and government.  My primary goal is for you to think critically about the political questions we will discuss.

According to college guidelines, a student should expect to spend at least two hours studying outside of class for every hour in class.  For a 16 week course a student is expected to spend 6 hours studying in addition to 3 hours in class for a three unit class for a total of 9 hours per week on this course.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

Students who complete this course will be able to:

1. Appraise and explain the working of American political institutions at the national, state (especially California), and local levels, and how various linkage groups and voting behavior influence policy-making at these levels. 

2. Compare the systems of government (unitary, confederate, federal) and understand why the Framers of the Constitution chose a federal system. 

3. Distinguish between local, state, and national policies and priorities in a complex federal system of government. 

4. Differentiate among the major political ideologies (e.g., liberalism, conservatism, libertarianism, populism) and apply that knowledge to current political issues. 

5. Evaluate criticisms, supporting arguments, and proposed reforms in the operation of specific areas and behavioral patterns in the American and California political systems. 

Required Textbooks
Balma, Jodi.  “American Government Course Materials.”  (4th Edition) McGraw-Hill, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-07-8040139
Friedman, Thomas and Michael Mandelbaum. That Used to be Us: How America Fell Behind in the World it Invented and How We Can Come Back.  
ISBN: 978-0-374-28890-7 (Hardback) or ISBN: 978-1250013729 (paperback)
Patterson, Thomas.  American Democracy (9th Edition- alternate).  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2009.  ISBN: 9780077237912
	Assignment
	Percent of Grade

	Quizzes
	10%

	Topic, Thesis, Literature Review
	5%

	Abstract
	5%

	Presentation
	5%

	Research Paper
	15%

	Exams (20% each)
	60%


Grades:
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90 - 100%
	80 – 89%
	70 – 79%
	60 – 69%
	0 – 59%


Exams
The first two exams will be 100-question multiple-choice tests.  The final exam will include  a take-home essay on the "That Used to Be Us" book in addition to the 100-question multiple-choice test.  You’ll need Scantron #882 forms for each exam.  
Makeup Quizzes

Quizzes are given at the beginning of class; if you are late you will not be allowed to take the quiz for that day.  There are no makeup quizzes given.  However, you can do extra credit and the points will be added to your quiz score and quiz score only.  

Make-Up Policy

There are no make-up exams.  Please do not ask for special consideration.  If you are unable to complete an exam or assignment by the due date, you will receive a zero.  Please contact me if you need to reschedule an exam.
Rules for Late Papers

Late papers are not accepted.  If you do not turn in your paper at the beginning of class on the due date, it will not be accepted.

Attendance Policy
Class begins on time.  Be here.
Electronic Devices and Distractions
Laptops are not allowed.  Do not text, email, call, or use your cell phones or other electronic devices during class.  It’s distracting and disrespectful to the students around you and me.  

Extra Credit

Extra Credit can only be used to make up lost points on quizzes.  It cannot be applied to paper grades or exam grades – only quizzes.  

Fun Stuff – 1 point

Watch a movie or TV show having to do with politics.  

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Dave, American President, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, Black Hawk Down, 13 Days, and The Distinguished Gentleman are just a few examples.

Serious Stuff – 2 points

Watch a serious TV show, read a newspaper or magazine article about politics.  CNN, MSNBC, CSPAN, and other channels often have documentaries or specials.  Sunday morning political shows are a weekly occurrence.  Time, Newsweek, and The Week are newsweeklies.  

Attending a Political Event or Meeting – 3 points

There are monthly city council meetings you can attend.  The Orange County Register has a weekly political calendar in the local section on Mondays for information on other political events, lectures, and meetings.

Packet Assignments – 5 points

There are a number of assignments in the course materials packet that you can complete for extra credit points.  In addition to completing the assignments, you need to write up the same two paragraphs for the extra credit papers above to receive the full five points.

Format:

No matter what the subject, the format of extra credit is the same.   It must be at least 2 paragraphs long, typed or hand-written.  In the first paragraph you’ll summarized what you watched, read, or did.  Mention how it relates to American government or politics.  The second paragraph should explain what you think about what you watched, read, or did and what you learned from it.

Due Dates:

All extra credit must be turned in on the same day as exams.  No extra credit will be accepted on a non-exam day.  The deadline for all extra credit is the date of the second exam.  No extra credit will be accepted on the day of the Final Exam.

Points:

Your combined score of quiz and extra credit can be no higher than 100%.  (Any extra credit you do over the amount you need will not count.)  If you miss a quiz or are late for the quiz (there are no make-ups) you can do extra credit for the full amount of the quiz.
Research Project

You will choose a political topic to research for this class.  Your research must have a framework involving the government (local, state, or federal) or public policy.  
Consult the Fullerton College Library for help with research and MLA citations: http://library.fullcoll.edu/ (Research)

Topics
When you submit your topic, it needs to be more specific than just "Global Warming" - it should explain what you intend for the parameters of your research.   Develop a research question about a political subject that interests you.  
Title

Your paper title needs to be both informative and provocative.  You want to grab the audience's attention and get them interested in your paper or presentation. 

Sample Titles:

· "Defaulting on our Debts: How We've Failed our Returning Veterans"
· "The Real Price of Cheap Food"

· "Fencing in the American Dream: An Analytical Study of Immigration Reform"

· "Broken Promises: California's Master Plan for Education"

· "In our Own Backyard: The Rising Prevalence of Sex Slavery in the United States"
· "Tiger Moms and Asians Dads: Parenting a Model Minority"
Thesis Statement

Your thesis statement provides a road map for your paper.  It gives you and the reader a clear answer to the question, "What is this paper about?"  The thesis statement is an assertion - take a stand on your topic.  It should be argumentative (debatable) and explain what you intend to discuss and how you plan to support your argument.
Samples Titles with Thesis Statements: 

The Marching Oppressed: A Conflict Approach to the Communist Manifesto

The Conflict Approach analyzes Marx and Engels' Manifesto of the Communist Party's application to the current financial and social situations in the United States.

Outdated and Unfair: The Electoral College

The traditional use of electors to determine the President of the United States is antiquated in light of technology, media, and political changes.  It should be abolished and replaced with a popular vote. 

America's Broken Tax Laws: How to Save America's Economy

In America's restrained economy, the government needs to implement the ideal tax structure that most effectively benefits the economy while generating enough revenue.

Young and Drunk: Binge Drinking in the United States

America's high drinking age creates a "forbidden fruit" sense that contributes to teen binge drinking that is rare in Europe.

Literature Review

After you've narrowed your research question, you should compile a list of sources in a literature review.  You should have journal articles from the academic databases in the campus library among your sources as well as books, newspapers, general magazines, or internet sources.  You should have between 15-20 sources in an annotated bibliography (MLA Citation) that summarizes the relevance, accuracy, quality, and content of the sources.  Include your title and thesis statement at the top of the assignment.  Please visit the library for help using our academic databases.  You can schedule an appointment with one of our librarians for individual help.  
Abstract
Approximately 400 words, an abstract provides a summary of your research, the central thesis question you'll be researching, key ideas and findings, a quote or two.  See sample abstracts in the My Gateway files.  You should include 3-4 sources at the end of the abstract (not counted in the word count of the abstract).  You need to turn in a revised 250-word abstract along with your final paper.  
Turnitin.com

Before you turn in your paper, you need to submit it to the website turnitin.com
Honors AmGov  Class ID: 9285094  Password: 21054
Student Presentations

You will present your research to the class with a 7-10 minute presentation.  You should introduce your thesis statement, summarize your findings, and educate your audience about the policy or issue you researched.  Do not read your paper to the class.  

Research Project 

Your final research paper will be 8-10 pages, double spaced with 1 inch margins using MLA citation and formatting.  Make sure you've proofread and edited your paper before you turn in the final draft.  Use subheadings to guide the reader through your paper.  

Academic Honesty
Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material which demonstrates their level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades. Such standards are founded on basic concepts of integrity and honesty. These include, but are not limited to, the following areas:
1. Students shall not plagiarize, which is defined as:

A. stealing or passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another,

B. using a creative production without crediting the source.

The following cases constitute plagiarism:

· paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source,

· making significant use of an idea or a particular arrangement of ideas, e.g., outlines,

· writing a paper after consultation with persons who provide suitable ideas and incorporating these ideas into the paper without acknowledgment,

· submitting under one’s own name term papers or other reports which have been prepared by others.

2. Students shall not cheat, which is defined as:

A. using notes, aids, or the help of other students on tests or exams in ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor.

B. misreporting or altering the data in laboratory or research projects involving the collection of data.


3. Students shall not furnish materials or information in order to enable another student to plagiarize or cheat.


Instructors may deal with academic dishonesty in one or more of the following ways:

1. Assign an appropriate academic penalty such as an oral reprimand (as in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew that the action violated the standards of honesty); assign an “F” on all or part of a particular paper, project, or exam (for example where it was felt that it was a one-time occurrence); or assign an “F” in the course (as in cases where the dishonesty was serious, premeditated, or part of an ongoing scheme).

2.  Report to the appropriate administrators, with notification of same to the student(s), for disciplinary action by the College.  Such a report will be accompanied by supporting evidence and documentation.

Source: Fullerton College Catalog
Cheating and Plagiarism 
All tests are closed book and closed notes.  All student work, including exams, interviews, and papers must be their own work.  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and the college’s policy concerning cheating and plagiarism will be enforced.  Violation of the policy may result in a lower grade on a portion of the course or an “F” grade in the course.  

Consideration for All Views:

A note on participation and discussion:  Consideration for all views expressed in class should be provided – that does not mean we won’t debate and challenge issues and ideas or that you can’t disagree with something someone else says (myself included) – just that I hope we will have an open forum that does intimidate or discourage classmates from participating.  In other words, be respectful of your classmates’ contributions, especially if you disagree with them.  My goal is to teach you how to think critically about our political world and government system.  I have no interest in hearing you say what you think I want to hear.  I attempt to be fair-minded and objective when presenting issues in class to allow you to analyze the issue and think for yourself.

Questions, Problems, Comments

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via e-mail, voicemail, or during my office hours if you have a question, problem, or even just a comment about something we’ve talked about in class.  I became a teacher because I love politics and government and truly want to help students succeed.  If you’re having a problem of any kind, please let me know as soon as possible and let’s see if we can’t come up with a solution.
Campus Resources:

Associated Students

http://studentwww.fullcoll.edu/as/

College Center Building.  Get involved with your school and make a difference.  Great leadership experience and a lot of fun.

Transfer Center 
http://transfer.fullcoll.edu/
Room 212 College Center Building

Every student should make a habit of visiting the Transfer Center.  Information about transfer agreements, campus visits, and more.  

Fullerton College Political Science Student Association

Join on our group on Facebook to get information about guest speakers, events, and more.

Skills Center


http://skills.fullcoll.edu/

Library Building, Room 808  The ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTER provides instructional services to students and staff to assist students in achieving academic success in all academic areas.  Tutoring Center, Writing Center, Skills Center.  If you need help, visit them.
Veterans Resource Center 
http://veterans.fullcoll.edu
The Veterans Resource Center at Fullerton College is dedicated to provide support for all veterans, spouses, active military personnel, and dependents who wish to enroll at Fullerton College, and to assist in answering all your questions regarding accessing your veteran's educational benefits. 

Health Services
As a student you pay a Health Services Fee and this includes some free counseling sessions. Refer to http://health.fullcoll.edu or phone: (714) 992-7093. 

SUICIDE PREVENTION TEXT LINE: 741-741                              SUICIDE PREVENTION PHONE: 1-800-273-TALK
