
Fullerton College

Division of Social Sciences

Political Science 180 Honors
Capitol Field Trip: Sacramento
Syllabus

Jodi Balma                               Office Hours:
e-mail:  jbalma@fullcoll.edu        MW: 12:00 - 1:20 p.m. (1425-02)
Phone: (714) 992-7522 Office     Tues: 9:00 – 11 a.m. (Rm 225)
Cell Phone: 714.488.2343 (use in Sacramento)

General Information
This seminar class joins with student delegations from other California colleges and universities that meet in the state capitol for a three-day policy conference each spring.   
Orientation

Monday, February 1st at 7:00 – 7:45 p.m. in Room 1014
Sacramento Seminar:

Sunday, Feb 28 – we leave Fullerton College at 7:55 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 1 – we return to Fullerton College by 9:00 p.m.
Seminar Cost: $175 (due by February 10)

To keep costs down, students stay four to a room.  If you’re interested in sharing with only one other student, it can be arranged, but costs $295 each to guarantee only two students to a room.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you'd like to share with one other student.  You can mail a check to me or drop by during my office hours in Room 1425C.  If you’d like to pay in cash, you can do so during my office hours.  
Room Assignments – please let me know who you’d like to share a room with if you have a preference.  Otherwise, I’ll randomly assign rooms to students.  

Meals during the trip:

Lunch is not provided.

Breakfast is available at the hotel on Monday and Tuesday

Dinner will be provided on Sunday and Monday.

If you have dietary restrictions, please let me know.

Dress Code:

Nice “student clothes” are fine.  Business wear is not required, but you will not be out of place.  Do not wear t-shirts with profane references.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to 

· Develop verbal, written, and critical thinking skills in the area of California politics

· Explain the process and interaction of California’s major political institutions in formulating and applying public policy.

· Evaluate California’s state legislative bodies, bureaucracy and interest groups in influencing political outcomes.

· Identify some of the critical issues facing California and the processes used to tackle these areas

· Describe the contributions of ethnic, racial, religious and socio-economic groups in the political process. 
Course Requirements:
Required Textbooks:
Van Vechten, Renee.  California Politics: A Primer.  (3rd Edition) CQ Press: 2015.  ISBN:  978-1483340135
Grades:
	Discussion Questions (2)
	Exam


	Seminar Participation
	Reforming CA Paper
	8-10 Research Paper

	10%
	25%
	30%
	10%
	25%


User ID and Password

Log into the campus portal https://myfc.fullcoll.edu or http://online.fullcoll.edu.  If you have never logged into Blackboard or onto a campus workstation with your student account, you will need to change your initial password before you can access your online courses.
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Discussion #1: Due February 9
(1) After listening to the lecture on term limits, discuss whether or not you believe California's experiment in term limits is good or bad? What are the positive or negative implications of the current system of term limits?
(2) On June 5, 2012, the voters passed Prop. 28 changing the rules of term limits to allow a legislator to serve 12 years total in either the Assembly, the Senate, or a combination of both chambers. Do you think this is a positive change for our state government? What do you think will happen as a result? Do you think legislators will spend their entire 12 years in one chamber? 
(3) Finally, if you were allowed to make the rules, what would you do about term limits? Eliminate them altogether? Or a new system of rules regarding term limits?
You need to submit your own contribution as well as respond substantively to the posting of at least ONE other student for each of the discussion question.
Discussion #2: Due February 23
Take the California Budget Challenge at budgetchallenge.org.  (enter Professor Balma Fullerton College for how did you find out about the challenge). 
(1) What do you believe is the biggest political problem in our current budgetary process?
(2)  What were the three biggest changes you made in spending in completing the California Budget Challenge?  Please explain your choices. 
(3) What were the biggest changes you made in revenue/taxes in completing the California Budget Challenge.  Please explain your choices. 
(4) Do you believe the changes you're proposing would be passed by the current California Legislature?  If not, which political party would oppose your changes?
 (5) What do you think the average Californian needs to know about our budget crisis?
Exam: Deadline – February 26 at midnight

In Sacramento: Seminar Participation

Participation at each seminar session is mandatory and all students are expected to be on time.   Your grade will be docked 10% for each session you miss, arrive late, or leave early.  Plan to arrive at each destination at least 5-10 minutes before it is scheduled to begin.   You should be professional, respectful, and participative in each session.  Ask questions and be involved.   
Reforming California Paper:

During the Legislative Seminar you will hear much discussion of “what’s wrong with California” – your assignment is to research and evaluate reform measures that might improve California.  For instance, you will hear many panelists reference “term limits” as one of the recent reforms that have changed state politics.  

Recent reforms include: changes to term limits, the redistricting commission, the Top-Two Primary, reducing the number of votes needed to pass a budget from 2/3 to a simple majority, and only having initiatives on the general ballot.  
You can also choose a reform measure that hasn’t yet passed that you believe would improve the state government.  Campaign finance reform, increasing the amount of money needed to qualify an initiative for the ballot, reducing the number of votes needed to raise taxes from 2/3 to a simple majority, and eliminating the plural executive are just some of the proposed reforms.
Choose three of these reform measures and discuss how each have/will improve the state, the political challenges each of them face, and your assessment of what will change as a result.  Analysis is the key.  
Paper Assignment:
Papers should be 4-5 pages double spaced (12 point font, 1 inch margins).  Papers that are either too short or too long will be penalized.  You will be graded for the quality of your writing as well as for your analytical skills. Please proof-read your paper before you turn it in.   Spell-check is not enough. 
Honors Research Paper Assignment:
Your topic must be related to California Government – state or local politics or policy.  Review the public policy areas covered by Public Policy Institute of California and the Legislative Analyst’s Office websites.  They have a wealth of research that can get you started.  Also, read the newspaper articles on Rough and Tumble California Politics on a regular basis.  Often today’s stories become tomorrow’s research topics.  
If you’re not sure what topic to choose, come visit me during office hours to discuss potential topics.

You must email me your topic by Wednesday, Feb 10th.
Websites:  

Public Policy Institute of California: http://www.ppic.org/
Legislative Analyst’s Office: http://lao.ca.gov

Rough and Tumble: A Daily Snapshot of California Public Policy and Politics: http://rtumble.com

Latino Decisions: http://www.latinodecisions.com/
Literature Review

After you've narrowed your research question, you should compile a list of sources in a literature review.  You should have journal articles from the academic databases in the campus library among your sources as well as books, newspapers, general magazines, or internet sources (like the PPIC or LAO).  You should have between 15-20 sources in an annotated bibliography (MLA Citation) that summarizes the relevance, accuracy, quality, and content of the sources.  Include your title and thesis statement at the top of the assignment.  Remember – your sources need to be for California.  Please visit the library for help using our academic databases.  I HIGHLY RECOMMEND that you schedule an appointment with one of our librarians for individual help.  

Interviews

You should talk to 2-3 public policy experts about your research.  It might be someone involved in the field dealing with the implementation of the legislature or policy; or a state legislator, someone who works for the PPIC or LAO, or in a state/county/city agency.  If you have trouble finding someone, please come see me for advice on contacting interview subjects.  These interviews can take place before, during, or after the Sacramento trip.
Sacramento Research

You will have the opportunity to conduct some research in person while in Sacramento.  If a panel presentation relates to your topic, you should ask a question about your research during the Q&A portion of the seminar.  Or talk to the public policy expert, journalist, staffer, or legislator after the panel and ask for their business card to follow up with questions.  

Legislative Hearings

It’s possible that your topic may be discussed during a legislative hearing.  Get the Daily File for the Assembly or Senate so you can attend hearings during our scheduled breaks.  You can also watch the hearings at home with live streaming.  

http://assembly.ca.gov/dailyfile
http://senate.ca.gov/dailyfile
Research Paper: 

Papers should be 8-10 pages double spaced (12 point font, 1 inch margins).  Papers that are either too short or too long will be penalized.  You will be graded for the quality of your writing as well as for your analytical skills. Please proof-read your paper before you turn it in.   Spell-check is not enough.   

Academic Honesty
Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material which demonstrates their level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades. Such standards are founded on basic concepts of integrity and honesty. These include, but are not limited to, the following areas:
1.  Students shall not plagiarize, which is defined as:
A. stealing or passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another,

B. using a creative production without crediting the source.

The following cases constitute plagiarism:

· paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source,

· making significant use of an idea or a particular arrangement of ideas, e.g., outlines,

· writing a paper after consultation with persons who provide suitable ideas and incorporating these ideas into the paper without acknowledgment,

· submitting under one’s own name term papers or other reports which have been prepared by others.

2.  Students shall not cheat, which is defined as:

A. using notes, aids, or the help of other students on tests or exams in ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor.

B. misreporting or altering the data in laboratory or research projects involving the collection of data.


3.  Students shall not furnish materials or information in order to enable another student to plagiarize or cheat.

Instructors may deal with academic dishonesty in one or more of the following ways:

1. Assign an appropriate academic penalty such as an oral reprimand (as in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew that the action violated the standards of honesty); assign an “F” on all or part of a particular paper, project, or exam (for example where it was felt that it was a one-time occurrence); or assign an “F” in the course (as in cases where the dishonesty was serious, premeditated, or part of an ongoing scheme).

2.  Report to the appropriate administrators, with notification of same to the student(s), for disciplinary action by the College.  Such a report will be accompanied by supporting evidence and documentation.

Source: Fullerton College Catalog
Sacramento Seminar
Agenda

Please plan on being in the room at least 5-10 minutes before each panel starts.  You will lose 10% of your seminar participation grade for each panel you’re late.  You will lose 25% of your seminar participation grade if you miss a panel.  For 100% participation grade, you need to ask questions at multiple panels.  

Sunday, February 28, 2016
7:45 a.m. arrive at Fullerton College Berkeley Transportation Center

(North East corner of Berkeley and Lemon) If you are running late, please call me.

7:55 a.m. 
Depart Fullerton College


Lunch – on the road
(a variety of fast food options you can choose from – students pay for their own lunch)

Mid-Afternoon 
Arrive at Hotel

4:00 p.m.
Meet in hotel lobby to drive over to the Capitol

4:30 p.m. 
Careers in Politics Panel - State Capitol Room 4203

6:00 p.m.
Capitol Fellows Program 

7:00 p.m. 
Capitol Reception – Eureka Room Basement of Capitol 

Transportation – Your Feet

After Sunday, you will be responsible for walking to and from the meetings from our Hotel.  Sacramento is on a grid system of letters and numbers which makes it very easy to navigate.  The Holiday Inn Express is located at 728 16th Street between G and H.   The closest entrance to the State Capitol is at L and 12th Street.  

Monday, February 29, 2016
9:00 a.m. 
Lobbyist Panel

10:30 a.m. 
Elections 2016 
1:00 p.m. 
Optional Tour of Capitol – meet in basement rotunda

2:00 p.m.
Constitutional Officer 
4:00 p.m. 
Media and Politics
5:45 p.m. 
Meet in the hotel lobby to drive to Old Town Sacramento.

6:30 p.m.
FC Group Dinner – Fat City Restaurant, Old Town Sacramento (no charge)
Tuesday, March 1, 2016
8:00 a.m. 
Load up vans – check out
8:30 a.m. 
Legislative & Executive Leadership Panel

12:00 noon 
Lunch on your own

1:00 p.m.
Leave for Fullerton

9:00 p.m.
approximate arrival time at Fullerton College

